DISCIPLESHIP: GROWING UP!

HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME FINANCIALLY?

We may not all be aware of the fact that in the Word of God our relationship with him is compared to the Christian marriage relationship. (Rev.19:7-10 & 21:9-10, Eph.5:22-32)
And just as two people who love each other are not interested in the possessions of the other, so our God, who loved us so much that he sent Jesus Christ to die in our place that we might live with him forever (Jn.3:16), and who owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Ps.50:10), plus, the riches of this earth (Hag.2:8, 1Chron.29:14-16), is not interested in our paltry possessions, because everything is already his anyway.

In the same way, when a man and a woman love each other and get married, all their possessions are, or at least should be, freely given to, and available to, the other. So, in our relationship with God, he has freely given us all things in Christ (Rom.8:32), and our response is that everything we have, and are, is at his disposal, to use in whatever way he chooses. 

Only we must let no one convince us that we have to give God a certain percentage of our goods, since we are no longer under laws which say we must do this or that (Col.2:8 & 20-22, Rom.10:4), but under grace, the law of love, which freely gives all.
We surrender all to God by making ourselves, and everything we have, freely available to him in spreading the gospel of salvation, and meeting the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ. (Mk.12:41-44, Acts.4:32-35, Mat.25:40, 1Jn.3:17-18)
For God to be truly Lord of our lives, we must surely submit all business ventures to him. (Jas.4:13-15, Deut.8:17-18) And we can show no partiality towards rich or poor. (Jas.2:1-7, Ex.23:3, Lev.19:15) Always remembering that love of money will destroy our lives with God; (1Tim.6:10, Jas.5:1-3, Ecc.5:10), and that there’s no need to worry about financial matters.  Our God provides all we need. (Mat.6:25-34, Phil.4:6-7)
As part of the new creation (Rev.21:5), we have all new attitudes and new riches (Mat.6:19-21, Col.3:1-4, Luke.12:32-34, Jn.6:27), whole new attitudes to giving and lending (Mat. 6:1-4, Luke.6:30-35, 2Cor.8:1-4), new attitudes to borrowing (Pro.6:1-5 & 11:15, Rom.13:8, Ex.22:25-27), and completely new monetary values. (lPet.5:2, 2Cor.8:1-9, 1Cor.10:32-33, 1Tim.6:17-19)
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